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Blogs are still 
r e l e va nta nd  why your lib ra ry should  p rio rit ize  t he m



Google searches are at a basic level 
expressions of need. Whether one  is 
looking for new cozy myste ries or 
free  tax se rvices. Because  they are  
search engine-friendly and can be  
chockful of resources, b logs allow 
your library to step up immediate ly 
to mee t those  needs.

When done  right, b logs--first and 
foremost--offe r value -whether that 
be  curated sources on a trending 
news topic or pathways to forgotten 
or little -known areas of your 
collections. Unlike   traditional 
marke ting, t he  bene fit s of b logs 
flow both ways.

Wh y  b l o g g i n g  i s  
r e l e v a n t

Bl o g s  a r e  s e a r c h  
a n c h o r s  f o r  y o u r  
we b s i t e

Most users will first 
discover your library's 
materials, resources, and 
services online via 
search engines. Blogs are 
uniquely suited to pull 
potential users into your 
library's orbit.

Blogs position 
your library as a 
go - to resource at 
the users' points 
of need.

Blogs offer value



Defining our Terms
Ha rris  Coun t y Pub lic  Lib ra ry's  p o in t  o f vie w



What  blogs are:
De fin in g o u r t e rm s

Wha t   bl ogs  a r e  
not :• Re le van t to library users' needs, 

desires, and experiences
• Evergreen : renewable, and reusable 

resources
• Durable : Blogs should increase (or 

at least not decrease) over time via 
SEO. 

• Portals that offer multiple pathways 
to discovery 

• Voice and opinion -driven: readers 
want your insights

• Advertisements whose sole 
purpose is to "sell" what you are 
offering 

• Event announcements
• Exhaustive and exhausting

scavenger hunts for the one 
tidbit of info a user is looking for 
(think most online recipes, then 
don't...just don't) 



La s e r   
Cu t t e r  
Ar t i c l
e

Results of blogging



Being a Blogger 
J oi ni ng t he  Te a m& 



Abou t Tim e



From the bloggers:
"I'll sp e c ifica lly a sk m y sup e rviso r t o  give  m e  a  
fe w h o urs  in  ro w t o  ge t  so m e t h in g d o n e  a ll a t  
o n ce .... I'll ch o o se  t o p ics  I fe e l p a ss io n a t e ly 
ab o u t  an d / o r co n s id e r m yse lf an  e xp e rt  in . 
Th o se  I u sua lly ge t  t h ro ugh  in  o n e  s it t in g s in ce  
it 's  so m e t h in g n e a r an d  d e a r t o  m e ."

- Am and a  P.

Abou t Tim e



Choosing Top ics



From the bloggers: 
"Th is  m o n t h  m y b lo g p o s t  is  t h e  p ro s  an d  co n s  
o f va rio us  b o o k fo rm a t s . It ’s  so m e t h in g I can  
writ e  ab o u t  e a s ily b e cause  it ’s  so m e t h in g I d o  
fo r m y lib ra ry wo rk. Ch o o sin g b lo g p o s t s  like  
t h a t  m ake  it  e a s ie r fo r m e  t o  b a lan ce  t h e  t wo ."

- Nat a lie  Llam as

Ch oos in g Topics



Community Involvement 
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Content Development   
Be s t  Pr a c t i c e s& 



• Re le van ce : Readers should have a good idea of what is 
in it for them and how they will benefit from clicking on 
your blog.

• Defined audience: writing and resources tailored to 
their needs, strengths and limitations.

• Responsive: If you are getting questions about 
something in your library. You need to blog it.

• Actionable : put multiple resources at the readers' 
fingertips in every blog. Even with book recs -- link to 
book clubs, Novelist, book bundles, etc. 

Co n t e n t  
De v e l o p me n tEle m e n t s  o f Use r-Ce n t e re d  Co n t e n t



Be s t  
Pr a c t i c e s

• Write with a sp e c ific  aud ie n ce  in  
m in d . Ad jus t  re ad ing le ve ls  
accord ingly.

• Build  a  p e rso n a wit h  a  un iq ue  p o in t  
o f vie w, op in ions  and  in s igh t s .

• Writ e  a t t e n t io n -grab b in g, 
d e scrip t ive  t it le s (6 -13 word s)

Fo r writ e rs
• Cre a t e  a  s t yle  gu id e fo r cons is t e ncy 

across  your we b s it e

• Use  Pe e r-t o -Pe e r fe e d b ack. Cre a t e  
a  rub ric  fo r p os it ive , p rod uct ive  
re vie ws

• Re use , re p u rp o se , re cyc le (wit h  
up d a t e s). Annua lly.

Fo r e d it o rs / le ad s



Ho o k s

De fin it io
nHooks are strategies for shaping and 

p ackaging con t e n t  t ha t  go  b e yond  
t he  in fo rm at iona l and  t ha t  ap p e a l t o  
your re ad e rs ' wid e  range  o f ne e d s  
and  d e s ire s . 



Provide a wide array of resources including 
lib ra ry p rogram s in  a  "Le arn  m ore " se c t ion

Ho o k s
Wh at  is ..? Blo gs
This  hook is  cus t om -m ad e  fo r se arch  
e ngine  d iscove ry. Your t it le  is  p h rase d  
as  t he  q ue s t ion  b e ing aske d .

• Tre nd ing t op ics
• Pop  cu lt ure
• Cult ura l aware ne ss
• Lib ra ry se rvice s  and  re source s
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Ho o k s
Ch e a t  Sh e e t s  
Fo r Issue s

• Provide brief summary of key 
issues

• Why people are talking about it
• a short glossary of terms.
• What the experts are saying.



Ho o k s
Ot h e r Ho o ks

• Cura te  o ther webs ite 's  content (best BookToks to 
follow, best STEM YouTube Channels, etc.

• Relatable experience How I Overcame my Fear of 
Crowds, 

• Library User Success Stories : Interviews, Guest blogs
• Newsjacking: leverage collections and research tools to 

offer a variety of viewpoints on an issue 



Re ad e rs  Ad viso ry: Be yo n d  If yo u  like d ...

Organ ize  b logs  a roun d  
• themes
• tropes
• settings
• character types 

to recommend books or movies across 
genres 
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Re ad e rs  Ad viso ry: 
Be yo n d  If yo u  like d ...

Ho o k s

Us e types  of people  as  an  
organiza tiona l s cheme. 

Offer recommendations based on 
• Zodiac s igns
• Favorite  beverages
• Favorite  mus ica l genre  or a rtis ts
• Favorite  footba ll teams

the  poss ibilities  a re  endless .
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• Take your theme a step further - Not just books set in 
Texas, but books set in Texas during the 1960s

• Use in-library readers advisory and reference questions to 
steer content.

• Remember that readers value your opinion, your expertise 
and your voice. Blogs are not the institutional voice. They 
are one-on-one interactions. Personality counts.

Ho o k s
Las t thoughts

Fo r m o re  t h e  fu ll 
p re se n t a t io n  
p le a se  scan :
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