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Libraries of Seeds and Things: 
Unique Collections in Your 
Catalog



Speakers



Pima County Public Library
Seed Library Discoverability
Patrons who know:
• Catalog search
• Landing page

Patrons who don't know YET:
• Keywords that lead to Personalized Promotions
• Blogs featured on the homepage
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Search for one seed in the catalog...

Discover many more in a staff list!

Patrons who know:



Use BiblioWeb taxonomies to populate this page with seasonal blog posts, staff lists, and events.

Patrons who know visit the Seed Library landing page.



...and see a service card that leads to the Seed Library landing page.

Patrons who don't know YET:

Search the catalog for "gardening"...



Now Sowing blog posts are written by the Seed Library Team, and they generate a lot of traffic toward seeds.

See a Now Sowing blog on 
the library homepage.

Follow links in the blog to:

• Catalog record for 
thyme seeds

• Other Now Sowing blogs

• Landing page

Patrons who don't know YET:



What does all that look like in our ILS?

We created an I-Type in Sierra so seeds could 
circulate differently from other items.
This is also where we specify the origin of the seeds.

Each individual barcoded packet of seeds gets an 
ID number for tracking purposes.

Format for seeds is 3-D Objects.

Extra titles for varieties and 
scientific names.

The image part with relationship ID rId9 was not found in the file.



Lots of subject headings to make keyword 
searching more successful. So many subject 
headings!

Alternative authors include local gardening 
organizations and commercial seed donors.

These 856 fields let us add images and links to the seed records in our catalog.



URL for landing page in 856 field

URL for blog post in 856 field

Image URL from Media Library 
in 856 field
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A few more details about Pima County's Seed Library

• Seeds officially check out for 6 months, but we do a 
monthly purge of seeds from patron accounts

• 10 seed packs per card, per month checkout limit

• Reserve up to 10 seed packs at a time

• Staff suppress and unsuppress seed records in the 
catalog as needed

library.pima.gov/seedlibrary/

https://www.library.pima.gov/seedlibrary/


St. Thomas Public Library
Seed Library
• City population: 42,000
• Launched our Seed Library in 2017
• 497 different seeds catalogued 



Plant Categories 



Our Seed Page



MARC Record



Using 520: Describing the Seeds



Using 650: Advanced Searching



Pros and Cons

• Pros
• Searchability for patrons
• Ability to put the seeds on hold
• Stats 

• Cons
• Labour intensive to start
• How to check in an item that’s 

not coming back

• Looking to the future
• Creating a core collection
• Updating images
• Potential for additional search 

terms (soil types, sun exposure, 
etc.)

• Linking seeds that work well 
together



Hillsboro Public Library – Library of Things
• The Hillsboro Library of Things was established in 2014, with the rest of our county 

cooperative starting their Thing collections in 2018.
• Our cooperative uses the Polaris ILS, and we started using BiblioCommons in 2018.
• Currently our system has 930 bibliographic records for Things (2,504 item records) and 1,229 

bibliographic records for board games (2,539 item records).



BiblioCommons Advantages
• Before BiblioCommons, we linked from our webpage to the catalog using a title search for 

alternative titles that we added to the 246 fields in our bib records.
• We can now create more sophisticated links on our webpage that don’t need the alternative 

titles, and we can limit by branch location.
• Most of our Things and board games now have images in the catalog.



Adding Images to Our Bibliogrpahic Records
• After being warned off using inline linking in our records, each library started hosting their own 

images. Hillsboro created a free Flickr account for our images.
• Last year, Flickr limited free accounts to 100 images, so we upgraded to a Pro account to get 

unlimited storage and to keep our photos private.
• We get a static URL from Flickr, and add it to an 856 field in the bib record.



Thank you!
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